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Welcome?

The Elk Grove Writers Guild became more than talk in 2018. Our
purpose was to help writers improve their writing skills. This

newsletter is one way the Guild works toward that goal.

Within these pages, you’ll discover a wealth of information about
upcoming events, classes, and Guild news. We also share writing
tips, updates on the latest happenings in the writing world, and
writing wisdom.

We’re always seeking new contributors and welcome your
submissions. Whether you have news about your writing group’s
events, book launch announcements, writing tips, recent successes
or publications, or reports of events you've attended, we want to
hear from you.

See the back page for submission information.




EGWG
Information

Guild Name

Elk Grove Writers Guild, Inc
Street Address

7413 Netherbury Ct.

Elk Grove, CA 95757
Phone

916-747-6898

Email
egwg2020@egweg.org
Website

https:/ /www.egweg.org

Newsletter & Submissions

Penny Clark - Editor

turlockpenny@yahoo.com

What’s Happening?

It’s a new beginning for a new year. Time to think of
what you want to accomplish in 2026 and what you
want to leave behind from 2025. There’s an election
coming up for the Guild, so think of what you can do
to keep the Guild alive and working successfully.

“The nearest I have as a rule is a Post-it on the wall
in front of my desk saying ‘Faire et se taire’ from
Flaubert. Which I translate for myself as “Shut up
and get on with it.”

Helen Simpson

Elk Grove Writers Guild Meetings are on the first
Friday of each month from 12:30 to 2:30.

We gather as a Writer’s Circle to speak the language of
writers. We share what we're doing and how we’re
doing it. Topics vary as questions and problems are
discussed or as the latest information in the writing and
publishing world is shared.

Guild members can post their work-in-progress
(WIP) on Google Docs and share it with other
members for critiques. This is an excellent way to
receive input and valuable insights into the work
presented.

If you’re interested in joining the Guild, go to

www.egweg.org, click JOIN, fill out the membership

application, and send in your dues.

If you’d prefer to visit first, come to the first Friday
meeting at Round Table Pizza, 10054 Bruceville Road,
in Elk Grove. The next meetings are on January 2 and
February 6, 2026.

Contact lovholder77(@gmail.com for answers to any

meeting or Guild questions.



http://www.egweg.org/
mailto:loyholder77@gmail.com
http://www.egweg.org/
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LOCAL GROUPS & EVENTS

CWC's Meetings are on the first
Friday, 9-11 a.m. Denny’s, 7900
College Town, Sacramento. The third

Saturday, 1-3 p.m. isn’t always at the
Arcade Library. For information on
current meetings or events, visit the

California Writers Club, Sacramento

branch

NCPA monthly meetings are the
second Sunday from 4 pm to 6:30 pm.
The meeting typically includes a speaker
discussing various writing topics.

Their new location is Flaming Grill
Caté at 2380 Watt Ave., inside Country
Club Plaza. The link for current
information is:

https://www.norcalpa.org

California Writers Club (CWC)
(San Joaquin Valley Writers

Branch)

Members' monthly Speaker Meetings,
27 Saturday with a Zoom program, and
the 4" Saturday of each month with an
in-person meeting at 12 noon - 2:00, at
the Lodi Library, 201 W. Locust, Lodi,
CA.

Check the link below for other
information.
https://www.sjvalleywriters.org

Capitol Crimes Meetings are held

on the third Saturday of each month

from 1-3 p.m. For info, go to

https://capitolcrimes.org/events

——

The Gold Country Writers

GCW has an active calendar. For information

about their writers' events or directions,
contact Margie Yee Webb at
mywebb@sbcglobal.net or visit
https://goldcounyrtwriters.com.

Black Women Write

Black Women Write meets on the 3™
Saturday of the month from 10 a.m.
until noon. For information, contact
BlackWomenWriteSac@gmail.com

EGWG BULLETIN BOARD

Seeking Speakers and
Teachers

If you have a passion for sharing your
expertise and want to be a featured
speaker at an event in 2026 or beyond,
please get in touch with Loy Holder at
loyholdet77(@gmail.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:

Volunteers are always needed. If
you'd like to ensure the next event
runs smoothly or think you can fulfill

any role, please get in touch with Loy
Holder, listed above.



https://www.sjvalleywriters.org/
mailto:loyholder77@gmail.com
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Rare or Seldom Used Words

Littoral. Pertaining to a seashore or

coastal region.

Lacuna. A gap, cavity, or depression.
Lacuna is Latin for lagoon.

Yclept (ee-klept). Named. (e.g., the
best-known bard is yclept William
Shakespeare).

Hebetude. Dullness, lethargy (from
the Latin bebes, dullness).

T-Shirt Truths

1. 'm a writer; poetry is my therapy.

3. Black writers’ matter.

4. Drink tea, read books, be happy.
5. Unreliable narrator.

6. My other shirt is a poem.

7. Today's forecast: 100% chance of
writing.

———————

Check the Flyer Section

For New Flyers and Other
Information

1. Sacramento Book Festival
2. EGWG Election Information

CWC's new website address is

cwcsacramentowriters.org

Upcoming Changes in NCPA
Meeting
NCPA

The 2™ Sunday meeting, on Jan 11, will
be at The Flaming Grill. 2:00-4:30.

February’s meeting will be on the third
Sunday, Feb. 15" at the Flaming Grill.
The change is because of the Super
Bowl.

If you need more info, use the link:
https:/ /www.norcalpa.otg

POETRY CORNER

A triolet is an eight-line poem with a
specific rhythm scheme of ABaAabAB

Coming Home

By Penny Clark
One cold and dreary night

He came, his features glowing
My heart leapt at the sight
One cold and dreary night
My heart leapt at the sight
He came, his image glowing

One cold and dreary night

He came, his features glowing
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EGWG President’s Column

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2026
Dear Members and Friends,

I hope this newsletter finds you well. The Elk
Grove Writers Guild had a successful 2025 and
is looking forward to welcoming new Board
Members who are enthusiastic about the
Guild's mission to provide writers with larger,
better events and more opportunities to shine
as literary artists.

To accomplish this mission, the election of
new Board Members is proceeding quickly.
You can learn more about these positions by
visiting our website
at: egweg.org/election2025/

As you review the duty statements, please
know that we will provide easy access to
training and positive support as you become
comfortable in the position you've chosen. If
you have any questions, send an email
to loyholdetr77@gmail.com or

egwg2020@egweg.org.

Another way to learn about the positions is to
attend our next Elk Grove Writers Guild
Meeting. Everyone is welcome, and you can
ask questions then. The meeting is on January
2, 2026, at the corner of Whitelock and
Bruceville Rd., starting at 12:30 p.m. Contact
loyholder77@gmail.com with any questions or
comments.

I'look forward to seeing you there.

Loy Helden - President of EGWG

Something New From

Kathy Lynn Marshall

FINDING GRAMMIE’S

SECRETS

TARSHALL

Finding Grammie's Secrets: A Black

Genealogist Detective Discovets the

Untold Story Behind a Family Legacy:
Marshall, Kathy Lynne: 9781737573371:

Amazon.com: Books

Unlock a thrilling, time-sensitive
journey into the cryptic life of Ella Roy
“Grammie Carter." Born in 1866 in
post-slavery Virginia, Grammie's
elegant poise masked a wealth of
unsolved mysteries. How did she
secure a debt-free home and expensive
Tiffany lamps in Ohio during the
Depression? And why did her youngest
child—the author's grandfather—seem
to vanish after 1942?

“Each writer is born with a repertory
company in his head. Shakespeare
has perhaps 20 players. I have 10 or
so, and that’s a lot. As you get older,
you become more skillful at casting
them

Gore Vidal


https://www.amazon.com/Finding-Grammies-Secrets-Genealogist-Detective/dp/1737573377/ref=books_amazonstores_desktop_mfs_aufs_ap_sc_dsk_0?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_w=miX9J&content-id=amzn1.sym.299f645c-0a78-440a-94a2-fb482e7cb326&pf_rd_p=299f645c-0a78-440a-94a2-fb482e7cb326&pf_rd_r=141-6057874-7917305&pd_rd_wg=brt0y&pd_rd_r=2d83b351-f3e4-4f64-a5ac-14506c313871
https://www.amazon.com/Finding-Grammies-Secrets-Genealogist-Detective/dp/1737573377/ref=books_amazonstores_desktop_mfs_aufs_ap_sc_dsk_0?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_w=miX9J&content-id=amzn1.sym.299f645c-0a78-440a-94a2-fb482e7cb326&pf_rd_p=299f645c-0a78-440a-94a2-fb482e7cb326&pf_rd_r=141-6057874-7917305&pd_rd_wg=brt0y&pd_rd_r=2d83b351-f3e4-4f64-a5ac-14506c313871
https://www.amazon.com/Finding-Grammies-Secrets-Genealogist-Detective/dp/1737573377/ref=books_amazonstores_desktop_mfs_aufs_ap_sc_dsk_0?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_w=miX9J&content-id=amzn1.sym.299f645c-0a78-440a-94a2-fb482e7cb326&pf_rd_p=299f645c-0a78-440a-94a2-fb482e7cb326&pf_rd_r=141-6057874-7917305&pd_rd_wg=brt0y&pd_rd_r=2d83b351-f3e4-4f64-a5ac-14506c313871
https://www.amazon.com/Finding-Grammies-Secrets-Genealogist-Detective/dp/1737573377/ref=books_amazonstores_desktop_mfs_aufs_ap_sc_dsk_0?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_w=miX9J&content-id=amzn1.sym.299f645c-0a78-440a-94a2-fb482e7cb326&pf_rd_p=299f645c-0a78-440a-94a2-fb482e7cb326&pf_rd_r=141-6057874-7917305&pd_rd_wg=brt0y&pd_rd_r=2d83b351-f3e4-4f64-a5ac-14506c313871
https://www.amazon.com/Finding-Grammies-Secrets-Genealogist-Detective/dp/1737573377/ref=books_amazonstores_desktop_mfs_aufs_ap_sc_dsk_0?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_w=miX9J&content-id=amzn1.sym.299f645c-0a78-440a-94a2-fb482e7cb326&pf_rd_p=299f645c-0a78-440a-94a2-fb482e7cb326&pf_rd_r=141-6057874-7917305&pd_rd_wg=brt0y&pd_rd_r=2d83b351-f3e4-4f64-a5ac-14506c313871
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Something to Consider

“Half my life is revision .”

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

POETRY

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

COMING EVENTS

SHORT STORIES

FLYERS

WRITING CILASSES

Please send your submission by the 15th of the
month for the next issue, or contact Penny
Clark for later submissions.

Take advantage of the free
advertising!

Send your Submissions to

turlockpenny@yahoo.com.

The Submission Format is Garamond-
14. If possible, send it as a Word
document(docx). Thanks!

January 2026

e Jan. 01- New Year's Day
e Jan. 05- National Day of Dialogue
e Jan. 19- Martin Luther King Day

e Jan. 27- International Holocaust
Remembrance Day

e Jan. 31- National Hot Chocolate
Day

Writing Prompts Just for
Fun:

1 What is your favorite restaurant?
Write a review of the food, service,
and decor.

2 What’s your favorite quote? Why
does it inspire you?

3 Write about a meaningful childhood
event and how it affected your life.

—_— —————— - - ——

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

See you next year!

Next Pages for Calendar and Flyers

Section

Calendar and Flyer Section
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ABOUT THE FLYER SECTION

If you have flyers for your own event or your writing group's event that you’d

like to see in this section, please ensure they are in Word doc format. I don’t
have an app for handling PDFs or JPGs.

Send your flyer directly to Penny Clark at turlockpenny@yahoo.com

Thanks

Flyers Beginning Next Page

1. Sacramento Book Festival
2. Elk Grove Writers Guild Election


mailto:turlockpenny@yahoo.com

SACRAMENTO BOOK FESTIVAL
SUNDAY APRIL 19,2026, 10-5

All Ages | Scottish Rite Masonic Center - 6151H. St., East Sacramento

This is a Free
7 Non-Profit
Literary Event
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"~ SacramentoBookFestival.com



Calling All Members of the Writing Community:

Your opportunity to grow, learn, and serve as a strategic Board Member of the Elk
Grove Writers Guild Inc. is here. It’s time for elections, and we’re looking for
enthusiastic volunteers to help support emerging writers, promote our growth, and

expand educational programming.
Training and support will be given for all roles.
Please review the available job descriptions at http://egweg.org/election2025/
If you're interested, please respond by January 31, 2026, to: egwg2020@egweg.org

If you have questions contact loyholder77@gmail.com.



